
Philosophy 104 
Chapter 13 Notes 

Fallacies of Vagueness 



Fallacies 

O A fallacy refers to a type of argument or 

reasoning that is never acceptable. 
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O A fallacy refers to a type of argument or 

reasoning that is never acceptable. 

O The number and variety of fallacies is limited 

only by the imagination, but what follows are 

some of the most common and most 

commonly overlooked. 
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Fallacies 

O Very often, fallacies boil down to 

misunderstanding the relationship between 

truths and beliefs: 

O It is reasonable to say that someone ought to 

believe something because itõs true 

O It is unreasonable to say that someone ought 

to regard something as true because of who 

believes it. 



Ways of Being Unclear 

O Ambiguity: When a word or phrase has one 

of a distinct set of meanings (e.g. ôbankõ or 

ôdrawõ) 

O Vagueness: When a word or phrase has a 

òfuzzyó or imprecise meaning 



Vagueness 

O Vagueness is an endemic part of our 

language. 

O Many evaluative and descriptive terms are 

vague.  

O Words that refer to classes of things are only 

tied together insofar as they have a òfamily 

resemblanceó. 



Heaps 

O The Sorites (or Heap) Paradox is a famous 

illustration of the role of vagueness in 

language. 



Heaps 

O One grain of sand is not a heap. 
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Heaps 

O One grain of sand is not a heap. 

O Adding one grain of sand would not create a 

heap. 

O Therefore, two grains of sand is not a heap. 


